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Synopsis

Short
A group of subsistence farmers and musicians from northeast Brazil fraverse the entire South American
confinent by bike in search of natural seeds and expose the devastating effects of indusirial agriculture
destined for biofuel. Ciclovida: Lifecycle takes you along on the musical voyage, through the storms, family
separation, and boutz of isolation on a road filled with seed: of hope.

Lon
This feul;'..lre-lengih documentary pedals alongside a group of small farmers from Brazil who bicycle over
4,000 milez across the South American confinent. They use the year of travel to exchange natural seeds,
songs, and ideas about new ways of relating to the land. Moving stories from landless peasants, indigenous
communities, and :mall farmers inform the travelers and viewers understanding of the struggle to zurvive in
the face of global agribusiness incursion and the takeover of monocrops for making biofuel.

With practically no money and no support crew, the protagonistz rely entirely on their rezourcefulnesz and
the solidarity of people they meet along the way. They carry with them only the simplest of neceszities, their
radical ideas and philosophy, collected heirloom seeds, and a video camera. The main characters, Inacio
and Ivania, identify as farmers, poets, musicians, and activists for ecological and social justice. They seek to
gather and disseminate thousands of seeds, a wealth of knowledge, and contribute to an invaluvable
network amongst small agricultural communities of Brazil, Paraguay, Uruguay and Argentina, all without the
vse of oil or biofuels. This film also explores their role as parents who struggle with the distance, both physical
and figurative, from their children, who share their ideals but remain at their home and do not accompany
them on the journey.

Thiz stirring narrative captivates itz avdience , while it unflinchingly conveys the disturbing ecological,
economic, and social impacts of large agribusiness practices. It portrays an alternative to the biofuel
monocultures that threaten all small farmers, as the friumphant protagonists create significant and

sustainable change using what sparze rezources they have.
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Filmmakers' Statement

Ciclovida: Lifecycle is a film that reflects the values of the protagonists and the movement it
portrays by being horizontal, participatory, against all forms of oppression. We also join them in
being unabashedly critical of agribusiness and those who hold power in the countryside of Latin
America. The creative process in this case blurred the line between filimmakers and subjects as
the relationships between fiimmakers and protagonists are rooted in deep friendships and the
separation of roles becomes less defined. We are friends, collaborators, comrades, and mentors.
We dall bike, shovel, film, teach, cook, debate, write and re-write scripts. And you are more than
spectators, as this film welcomes you to be participants in the creation of a new relationship with
the earth and with each other.

As brothers who grew up with a garden and the woods as our main playgrounds, we have a
deep, personal connection with themes addressed in this film. We intend not only to add to
people’s knowledge of the plight of our planet with stories, statistics and facts but to share some of
the personal connection through an intimate portrayal of the protagonists’ lifestyle and epic
journey.
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Bios / Cast & Crew

Ivania de Alencar and Inacic do Nacimento — Protagonists, directorial input, photographs and additional
camerawork. They are farmersz, organizers and muszician: based on the Barra do Lemme collective farm in

Pentecoste, Ceara, Brazil that was occupied by landless workers.

Mait and Loren Feinstein (brothers) are the two lead filmmakers -- production, camera, music compaosition,
post-production, tfranslation. Loren iz a composer and film consultant, with specific experience in
educdational film having worked on many films with the Media Education Foundation, an award winning
educdational film company. Matt's past documentary filmmaking includes Work, Dignity & Social Change,
Dezcubrir con Dignidad, adult mentor for Listen Up's Beyond Green youth media project and numerous zhort
documentaries as well as deep involvement in various social movements.

Andrew Killoy — Post-production, motfion graphics. Andrew iz a staff producer at the Media Education
Foundation.

Ben Stumpf — Assistant editor, special graphics. Ben is an independent filmmaker (Ursita Films), film
production teacher and staff at Maine Media Workshops.

Philipe Ribeiro - Camerawork, archival footage, and web design. Philipe is a media activist and
independent filmmaker with groups such as the Brazilian Landlezz Workerz Movement.
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PRAISE:

Ciclovida is an official selection because it is a film everyone should see, farmer or non,
and regardless of where you live. It is a road frip on a road map to sustainable living in a
world of worsening effects from environmental destruction and an ever lessening supply
of fossil fuel.

- Mira Tweti, Festival Director, Blue Planet Film Fest

Terrific! An honest film told by the people whose lives are deeply impacted by the mass
production of supposedly 'green’ biofuels. It's a must-see movie for bicycle-lovers, food
growers, and activists alike.

-Craig Saddlemire, Round Point Movies

| attended the premier of your movie last night, and was inspired to do more to help our
community and the planet. Your movie reminded me of "Food, Inc" and "Motorcycle
Diaries”, two of my favorite movies.

- Regina, filmgoer

TEL:1.508.335.7783

.?. % INFO@CICLOVIDA.ORG
i 2 ML ~ WWW.CICLOVIDA.ORG




